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ENERGY TRUST SUPPORTS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
With $21,374 approved for energy related projects at last week’s August meeting of the Eastern Bay Energy Trust, the total funding approved for community organisations in the first four months of the Trust’s financial year has risen to $110,177.

The Salvation Army Whakatane Corps received $14,387 to upgrade the heating in the hall, and Nukutere Kohanga Reo at Omarumutu will be able to install new heating, insulation and a stove, and upgrade electrical wiring and lighting, with a grant of $6,987.85.

Ngahina Marae at Ruatoki is carrying out an electricity supply and electrical upgrade with $41,190 approved for the project, and Tu Wharetoa ki Kawerau Health and Social Services is installing insulation and upgrading heating with a grant of $8,810.
The swimming season will be extended at Waiotahe Valley School, thanks to a grant of $18,836 for swimming pool solar water heating. Whakatane High School received $8,719 to cover extra costs involved with their classroom heating upgrade, Whakatane Golf Club is upgrading the electricity wiring in the kitchen with funding of $6,970, and Opotiki District Council received $4,275 towards extra costs involved with upgrading electricity supply to the new lighting at Memorial Park.

Announcing the distributions, Trust Chairman Kevin Hennessy said “The Trust’s focus is on building, strengthening and enhancing the community, right across the Trust’s region. The trustees are pleased to be able to support these worthy community projects, as they cover a wide cross-section of the Eastern Bay community, and will therefore make a significant difference to good community outcomes. We are now one third of the way through the year, and the Trust continues to receive applications for energy related project funding. It is good to see progress happening in the community, and it is especially rewarding to know that the Trust has contributed to this important community development”.
Background:
Most of the Eastern Bay Energy Trust’s income comes from a 77.3% shareholding in Horizon Energy, which owns the local electricity network. Approximately 60% of the net income is returned to the Eastern Bay community for energy related purposes. The Trust has approved a total of $23.4 million for energy related projects over the past 13 years.
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