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TRUST MAKES DISTRIBUTION FOR FLOOD PUMPING
The Eastern Bay Energy Trust has announced a distribution of $215,000 towards the costs of pumping floodwater from farms on the Rangitaiki Plains and in the Waimana Valley during the disastrous floods which hit the region in July last year.

This brings the total flood relief funding following last year’s civil emergency to $446,731. 
Last year Trustees paid out $149,000 in credits to the power accounts of those electricity consumers who were evacuated from their homes or without power for more than 24 hours. 
Deliveries of free diesel to the worst affected farm businesses for heavy machinery flood repair work totalled $52,608, and the Trust also made a $20,000 to the Mayoral Relief Fund.  
Funding of $5,044 to replace insulation in flood damaged houses, $5,000 to cover the sound and lighting costs of a flood relief concert performed by Dave Dobbyn, and $79 for generator hire at Opotiki made up the balance of the flood relief funding.

Chairman Toni Owen said ‘The Trustees made a commitment to assist with flood pumping costs at the time of the disaster, as it was important that the pumping commenced immediately. This was one way that the Trust could assist a large number of its beneficiaries at a time when help was most needed’.
Environment Bay of Plenty Manager Rivers and Drainage Bruce Crabbe confirmed that a payment from central government had covered only 56% of the costs incurred, and that local landowners and Environment Bay of Plenty would have to foot the rest of the bill through a rates increase, to pay off a 20 year loan.  
He said ‘Repair work is still underway, with 40% still to be completed.  This major contribution from the Eastern Bay Energy Trust will reduce the amount that we have to borrow, and this will have a direct benefit to the landowners, many of whom are already suffering because of reduced income’.

The Eastern Bay Energy Trust is the 77.3% shareholder in Horizon Energy Distribution Limited. The Trust recently made distributions of $19,600 to people who were evacuated or without power following the Matata flooding and landslides in May. The Trust has also made a commitment to covering the costs of re-energising those houses that were de-energised for safety reasons.

For further information contact:
Kaye Jamieson, 
Bruce Fraser
Manager
Group manager community relations
Eastern Bay Energy Trust
Environment Bay of Plenty
Phone 307 0893
0800 368 267
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